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PHYSICIAN SPOTLIGHT
DR. HERMAN FOUNTAIN
AS WE CARE CLINIC PHYSICIAN
Last December, Indian River County
celebrated a ribbon cutting event at the new
We Care Clinic in Gifford, making it the first of
its kind in the county -- a primary care clinic
offering free medical care for qualified We
Care patients.

After a lengthy search, Dr. Herman
Fountain was hired at the end of
March to fill that role. According to
Shelley Stuven, Executive Director of the We
Care Foundation of Indian River, Dr. Fountain
has been getting to know IRCMS hospitalists,
Health Department physicians and other
integral medical networks and is now well
oriented and ready to take the We Care
Program to the next step.
“We are most fortunate to have Dr. Fountain
on our team with more than 30 years of
experience and excellent credentials as both
a clinician and physician executive. Our We
Care patients and the We Care Program are
in good hands.”

2015 We Care Staff
In February 2016, the clinic opened its
doors to treat patients in specialty areas like
neurology by Dr. James Shafer, dermatology
by Dr. John McDonald and orthopedics by
Dr. William Cooney. The next step was to hire
the We Care Clinic physician and Medical
Executive Director.

Herman Fountain, M.D.
Funding for the clinic renovations has been
provided by an Impact 100 grant. Proceeds
from the We Care Foundation of Indian
River’s annual Mardi Gras Celebration and
private donations fund clinic supplies and
program activities.

“I am very excited to become part of the We
Care Team as Medical Executive Director
through the Indian River County Health
Department. I look forward to assisting
Dr. Nancy Baker and Dr. Dennis Saver in
providing primary care to the indigent
population of Indian River County.”
“Together with over 120 Specialty care
providers we can and will continue to
make a difference in providing quality and
continuity of care to those in need in our
community. I appreciate the support of the
Hospital District, the We Care Foundation,
Indian River Medical Center, and Indian River
County Health Department for giving me the
opportunity to help those in need.”
Herman Fountain, M.D.,
We Care Medical Executive Director

L to R: Leigh Anne Riddle, RN; Neurology Patient;
James Shafer, M.D.

We Care Clinic -- an Impact 100 Grant Project

For information or to donate to the We Care Foundation visit WeCareofIRC.org or call (772) 562-0123.

PATIENT SPOTLIGHT: June Mitsakos
“Dr. Saver and the We Care Program have saved my life at least two
times. Dr. Robert Hendley took great care of my heart issues and
We Care Coordinator Leigh
Anne Riddle, RN, became
a friend and was available
when I had a question
or problem. She made a
point of checking on me
regularly. As a whole, it
has been the best health
care in my life.”
June Mitsakos, small
business owner and active
in her community, fell into
financial difficulty, and her
family could not afford
health insurance. During
this time, June noticed
a suspicious growth on
her leg, and her daughter
encouraged her to go to
the Health Department
to have it checked. From
there she was referred to
the We Care Program.
Once qualified for services, she was examined by volunteer primary
care physician Dennis Saver, who biopsied the growth immediately.
Four days later, the biopsy report indicated the growth was a
melanoma and needed to be removed surgically. We Care arranged

for a We Care surgeon to remove the melanoma. June said that this
surgery was a major health event in her life and is grateful that the
cancer was diagnosed and
treated before it became a
more severe health issue.
Another health issue later
arose when June began
experiencing shortness of
breath while completing
the simplest of tasks.
After consulting with Dr.
Saver through We Care,
she was referred to Dr.
Robert Hendley, We Care
volunteer cardiologist,
who discovered arterial
blockage to the heart. The
problem was resolved by
inserting a stent in the
blocked artery.
“My 81st birthday is this
June! I’ve learned how to
exercise to keep my heart
healthy and enjoy staying
active. I’m now insured by Medicare, but continue to receive the
same excellent care from Dr. Saver and Dr. Hendley that I received in
the We Care Program during my time of need. I am so very grateful
for the life-saving medical services afforded to me through the We
Care Program.”
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Anniversary
2016 marks the 25th anniversary of the Indian River County
Medical Society’s We Care program that coordinates free
physician services for uninsured indigent patients in Indian
River County!
Donations received from now through December 31 will be considered
part of the anniversary campaign. The goal is to raise $400,000 to help
meet non-physician ancillary medical or medically related needs for We
Care patients such as cataract lenses, and to support the new We Care
Clinic and patients.
4 Be sure to check out www.WeCareofIRC.org for additional details,

events, and giving opportunities!

For information or to donate to the We Care Foundation visit WeCareofIRC.org or call (772) 562-0123.

Dick Knoll Golf Tournament
Fundraiser

Why Give to
the We Care
Foundation?

The Sea Oaks community raised $26,915 for
the We Care Foundation of Indian River at
the 13th Annual Dick Knoll Golf Tournament
held February 20, 2016 at the Sandridge
Golf Course. Funds were raised to purchase
medical supplies for the We Care Clinic. The
foundation’s three programs include the We
Care Clinic, non-physician medical needs
for patient treatment by Volunteer Specialty
Physicians, and patient support. Examples
include after-care wound dressing,
cataract lenses for implants, prescription
medications, and transportation for medical
appointments.

• Although more than $1 million in vital services
are provided by dedicated volunteer physicians
and other health care professionals each year,
there remains medical needs beyond physician
services for which funding has been nonexistent.
• Donations will purchase medical supplies for
patients and the new We Care Clinic. Examples
include cataract lenses, emergency
prescription assistance, and transportation for
medical appointments.
• The We Care Clinic will provide even more
services to the growing number of patients
who qualify and are in need of primary care.
Only uninsured Indian River residents who
meet specific financial eligibility requirements
(at 150% or less of the Federal Poverty Level)
may participate in We Care.
• The 2010 census identified 14,000 indigent
residents who could meet requirements to
receive We Care program services.
• We Care provides improved care and
continuity, prevents medical conditions
from becoming acute, decreases hospital and
emergency room admissions and re-admissions
and saves taxpayer dollars.

To make a donation, send a check to
the We Care Foundation of Indian River,
PO Box 573, Vero Beach, FL 32961
or make a donation online at www.
WeCareofIRC.org.

(L to R) Ve and Willard Emch, Deb Benjamin, Bella
Nagy and Shelley Stuven

(L to R) Barbara Knoll and Volunteer Sally Jones

(L to R) Ve Emch and Ron Jones

HOW YOU CAN HELP
The We Care Foundation offers a variety of
opportunities to help support the We Care
program! Call (772) 562-0123 for more
information or visit www.WeCareofIRC.org.
(make
donations online at www.
WeCareofIRC.org)
4 Host a fundraising
dinner or social event to
introduce the program to
4D
 onations

your acquaintances
the February 27,
2017 Mardi Gras
4 Sponsor the February 27,
2017 Mardi Gras
4 Attend

OTHER SERVICES THE FOUNDATION SUPPORTS:
4 Cataract

4 Breast

4 Wound

Implants
Care Supplies
4 Eye Glasses

4 Orthopaedic

implants for reconstructive surgery
supplies (boots, braces, etc.)
4 Pressure Stockings for vascular issues

For information or to donate to the We Care Foundation visit WeCareofIRC.org or call (772) 562-0123.

2nd Annual

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION
Highlights

The 2nd Annual Mardi Gras Celebration raised more than $130,000 for the We Care
Foundation of Indian River’s programs on February 8, 2016. Funding supports three
programs including the We Care Clinic, non-physician medical needs for patient
treatment by Volunteer Specialty Physicians, and patient support. This signature event
also honors We Care’s 130 Volunteer Medical Professionals who donate free medical
services to We Care patients.
Photo Credit: Tania Ortega
Dr. Nancy Baker & Dr. Jeffrey Livingston

(L to R) Brian Hartman, Mardi Gras Co-Chair Eileen O’Donnell, Shelley Stuven,
Mardi Co-Chair Sarah Mondano, Hala. M. Laviolette, Jay Rinchack, Diana Stark,
Carol Kanarek, Nicki Maslin. Missing from the photo is Anne Marie McCrystal.

Dr. Dennis Saver and Jim Grichnik

The 3rd Annual Mardi Gras Celebration is

Sponsorship opportunities available from $1,000
to $20,000+. Tickets go on sale soon. Check out
www.WeCareofIRC.org for more information!

For information or to donate to the We Care Foundation visit WeCareofIRC.org or call (772) 562-0123.

